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Thanks are extended to Grass Roots grants & Surrey Community Foundation for a grant to finance 
three SAFE Newsletters in 2009 & support to our website for the coming year. 

Gun Attack blinds two   
The close range shooting of two much loved equine horrified all.  The 

16.1hh Clydesdale and an 8 year old Shetland were shot at close range. 
Each had puncture wounds to their right eye. Both underwent extensive 

Veterinary treatment. Surrey  Police Sargeant Gunning-Stevenson said ñThis 
was a deliberate and shocking act of animal cruelty.ò  

 

Shocked horse lovers contacted SAFE, wishing to pledge money towards a 
reward for information leading to the arrest and conviction of those 

responsible for this crime.  
 

A swift response from SAFE enabled maximum publicity. Newspapers, ITV 
News coverage and local radio highlighted our appeal for information.  

 

Unfortunately the Clydesdale had already lost one eye due to a previous 
operation for cancer.  Assisting his owners to find a future for this plucky 

horse, we were able to facilitate his move to Redwings in Norfolk. Redwings 
have extensive knowledge of caring for equine with visual problems. They 

are able to provide the specialist care he will need for any future quality of 

life. He has successfully made the transition to a new home and making 
good progress. 

 SAFE 2008 Stable yard   
 Commendation Awards  
 
A great way to fight equine 
crime.  

 
Our Commendation Awards are  

designed to encourage and give 
recognition of a pro -active  

approach to crime reduction 

within the stable yard 
environment.   

 
The 2008 finalists were worthy 

winners. Demonstrating their  

commitment to equine crime 
prevention whilst providing  a 

secure environment for Clients 
and their  horses.  

 

Congratulations are extended to  
            

              John Earnshaw,  
   Glanmire  Farm Stables, Epsom.  

  
              Matt Tarrent  

 Littleton Manor Stables,  Reigate.    

 
Both received a framed certificate 

of commendation and gift basket 
of equine items. Included were  a 

rug cleaning voucher, fly mask,  

head collar, bottle of show shine 
or de -tangler, and horsetreats.  

 
The 2009 awards are available to  

all stable yard owners. The SAFE 

website contains details of the 
self -assessment form you can 

download and send back to us.  
 

Just ten vital points for you to 
consider and award yourself a 

mark -  It takes very little time to 

complete the form.  
 

 
Jaffa and Padlock keep  
abreast of things  
 
In the last Newsletter we introduced  

our characters Jaffa a very clever 
pony with his friend and companion 

Padlock. Padlock is a very handsome 
Donkey. Both were delighted with the   

SAFE 2008 Yard Awards. 

 
Jaffa says ñBe a winner in 2009 just 

like me.ò Whilst Padlock says  ñlook to 
www.surrey-action-for-equine.co.uk 

to see how you could enter the Yard 

Awards for 2009. Itôs simple, itôs free 
and you have nothing to lose but a 

lot to gain.ò 
 

Not content with featuring on our range of greeting cards and fridge magnets 

these two had themselves a bit of an adventure. They promise to let us 
hear all about it. Hope it will not be too scary, or too spooky. Will it be funny? 

who knows with these two loveable rascals. 
 



 

Kate tell me about yourself 
I am a 27 year old event rider based in Reigate, Surrey. I 

have been riding since I was small but didnôt come up 
through the conventional pony and junior ranks, eventing 

only part time until leaving university. My parents have 
always been supportive but never pushy and looking back 

I think this is what has kept me in the game where my 
peers drifted off in their teens.  

 

Would you describe yourself as ambitious? 
I have huge ambition and determination to succeed and 

better myself. A helpful stubborn streak to see me 
through when the going gets tough!  I went to 

Nottingham University graduating in 2004 with a 

Management degree. Although I donôt use my degree in 
the way it may have been designed for I believe it has 

given me an edge, being able to combine business and 
equestrianism. Hopefully providing as professional an 

operation as possible with a truly holistic approach.  

 

Tell me something of your experience 
Over the past few years I have developed a string of 
horses and fantastic owners. These range from 

youngsters to advanced horses and despite the 

rollercoaster of high and lows that eventing throws at you 
I now really believe I have strong foundations for a team 

to be reckoned with now and in the future. 
 

Eventing in Ireland, Holland and Portugal over the past 

few years has broadened my experience internationally 
and made me even hungrier for success at the big events. 

Results over the past year have included wins at affiliated 
level in Eventing, Dressage and Show Jumping. This year 

has been particularly good including a good run at three 
star in Barrocca DôAlva Portugal and finishing in the top 

ten at the British winter dressage champs. 

 

Tell me about the sport of Eventing 
Eventing to me is the ultimate challenge for horse and 
rider. It is the equivalent of equine triathlon and to be the 

best now you have to be brilliant in all three phases, a 

real challenge of diversity in talent. It is unique in that it 
is one of the few sports men and women compete on a 

level and where the genuine amateur can compete 
against Olympic champions. It is also the highest ABC1 

Participation sport in Britain and Badmington horse trials 

in Gloucestershire has the second largest sports 
attendance in the world to only the Idianapolis 500! 

These are just some of the reasons I consider myself 
lucky to do something I love everyday and take pride in 

introducing and involving other people into the sport, 
whether it be as an investor, sponsor, owner or 

competitor.  

 

Explain about Kate Lucas Eventing 
The yard holds about 25 horses. 10 of which are part of 
my competition string. I have a team of four people who 

work full time and it is very much a team operation, 

farriers, vets, physios the list goes on, who are part of 

 

 

My trainers Lucy Thompson and Annabel Scoffield are a 

huge asset and keep me striving to improving mine and 
the horses performance. I think in such a competitive 

sport it is important to always be looking for the next 
way to improve and be better than the next person. If 

this means training in the snow in the middle of winter 
so be it. Someone else wonôt be!  

 

How do you stay fit? 
Over the winter I started working with a personal 

trainer on my own fitness and core stability and think 
this has been hugely beneficial, particularly in the run 

up to the season. There was certainly no point in 

heading to Portugal in February with three horses 
without having checked all the boxes! However, even 

with all the will in the world bad luck strill strikes with 
horses.My top horse is currently out of action with a leg 

injury and last season I had to put to sleep a horse I 

had produced for four years from a youngster and who 
was extremely highly regarded. Strength in depth is 

certainly key to being successful in this game and I am 
always looking for ways to expand the string. 

 

Are there opportunities to become involved? 
There are many different ways that I try to involve 

people with the team. Horse ownership does not have 
to be the financial burden that many people perceive. 

Syndicates of quality horses mean the option to be 
involved personally and enjoy the perks of a top horse 

but at the fraction of the cost. Sponsorship can also be 

on tailor made levels, both business and personal. Not 
only is it tax deductible but also in the current climate it 

opens doors to alternative advertising media to a 
market with high disposable incomes. I am open to any 

ideas and discussion and am always looking for more 

quality horses to produce and compete and can be 

reached at katelukas@hotmail.com. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 
I would hope that for some this is a chance to give 

heartfelt and unconditional support to someone who 
posesses natural talent and sheer determinationn and 

needs a little support on her road to the top. 

SAFE supporter Kate Lucas talks to the County Co-Ordinator 



 

After 18 of the most enjoyable years with my sons first 

pony Witch of Endor (Witchy) I have decided to retire her 

from showing and breeding. She has had three lovely 
foals. Toady (age 13) Ozzie (age 3) and her only daughter 

Little Witch who is now 1 year old. They are all pure bred 
Dartmoor, with the exception of Ozzie. Witchy escaped 

into a field next door where a lovely Welsh A Stallion lived. 
That was bonfire night, so Ozzie was born mid winter. 

Both of the boys have great natures and have been very 

successful in local shows.  
 

A star in her own right is Little Witch or Santon Silhoutte, 
such a posh name for a hairy 10hh pony.  Little Witch is 

always up to mischief, we take her to shows and she 

struts about nostils flared, tail up. prancing and snorting, 
demanding to be watched by all. She is quite comical. We 

attended a handful of shows in 2008 due to my husband 
being ill.  

 
Our favourite show being the Chertsey Agricultural Show. 

We entered the M & M youngstock. The day was wet and 

windy, but it worked in our favour. The class was huge 17 
entries. The wind kept her on her toes, the rain making 

her  black coat gleam. Little Witch played to the crowd, 
loving every minute, going  on to win the M & M 

Championship.  

. 

SAFE Best Rider and In -hand Championship  
 

The 2008 Final for Best Rider and for In-hand was held at Pachesham Equestrian Centre on 31st August last. Many 
congratulations to all winners. They met with some stiff competition in all classes. All competitors received a SAFE 

goody bag. There were Trophies, sashes and rosettes to all winners plus a further equine gift. The in-hand class 
was very well supported. This year we were pleased to welcome Daniel Nicholls who presented the Daniel Nicholls 

Cup. 

 
Daniel has been a keen supporter of SAFE for some years.  Despite his riding accident Daniel has continued with his 

keen interest in all things equestrian and  continues to give support to our scheme.  

We were delighted but dubious of keeping her at the 

show all day. We stayed and entered the Supreme 

Championship, all thoroughly damp and cold.  
 

She stepped into the main ring with winners from the 
in-hand and ridden classes. True to form she started to 

show off, looking tiny amongst big Cobs, Arabs etc. 
To our amazement she won. So small they had to tie a 

knot in her sash. 

 
Little Witch is shown by Rhiannon Blow who has never 

won anything like that and wa so delighted. I hate 
having my picture taken, so was horrified to be called 

into the ring to be presented with a Silver Tray and 

beautiful flowers. I was so happy and proud. 
 

We have only entered two shows since then, the  first 
qualifying for the SAFE In-hand final, where she won 

Reserve Champion.  
 

Second show was the Sunshine Tours Championship, 

with amazing prizes like a year supply of feed or a new 
saddle. Little Witch looked amazing. The day was 

glorious sunshine.  
 

She went in with ten others, different breeds and 

types. On her trot she went like a dream, playing to the 
crowd, flicking her toes. We just started to think this 

could be her day when she decided that Rhiannon 
wasnôt running fast enough. She took off bucking all 

the way with the Judge still watching. Rhi let her go, 
she was off hightailing around the ring. Funnily, she 

went straight back to the line up and waited for Rhi to 

catch up. 
 

We just had to laugh, such a naughty little Witch. she 
was placed 8th out of 10. The Judge said that she 

would have won but for her escapade. Disappointed? 

no were happy with that.  

Vanessa shares her tale of showing in 2008 - The Last Foal 



 

Jackie Lynton put the FUN into Fundraising 
Jackie Lynton and his band performed in concert at Ripley on Dec. 13th 2008 in aid of Surrey Action For 
Equine.  The event was fully sold out some weeks beforehand. The audience rocked, they sang along 
and danced in the isles. A fantastic evening and many requests for encores from folk who know that 
when itôs a Jackie Lynton event it will be a fabuluous evening. They were not disappointed. A large thank 
you to Jack and Vanessa for their hard work and for donating a cheque to SAFE for £300. 

Bouquets....... 
Many thanks to the Gentleman who waded across the river to assist a two day old foal which had become entangled 

in barbed wire. To the Lady who also came to assist.  With plenty of blood and the stress involved in seeing itôs 
injuries, they dealt with the foal in a humane and sensitive way.  Yes, the owners were found. 

 
To the Gentleman dog walker who upon seeing a horse with what appeared to be a severe injury to itôs eye called in 

to an equestrian venue and contacted SAFE. He went back, took photos and waited for assistance to arrive. 

 
To the Lady who noticed a pony appeared to have drowned and she contacted SAFE.  Sadly, it had become tangled 

in fencing and was unable to get free. 
 

For the opportunity to have a SAFE stand at a popular Dog Show. For a 2nd invitation for us to attend in July. 
 

To John Earnshaw for the donation to our funding. 

 

Brickbats....... To the owners who do not make daily checks on their equine and seem unphased when SAFE 

spends considerable time sorting out problems caused by their lack of basic equine care. 

 
Again, another case of a dead foal dumped in a ditch in the Reigate and Banstead area. 

 
Finally, to those owners in Surrey who seem unaware that stock need to be fenced in. 

 
RICKY GACHE Dip W.C.F.  

Approved Training Farrier  
 

* Farrier  
* Blacksmith  

 

SHOEING FOR TOMORROW  
 

 Ricky Gache, approved training Farrier has                     
 over 16 years experience shoeing different 
 types of horses from Olympic Dressage  
 horses, World Champion Driving horses to 
 Shetland ponies. All of which are just as 
 important to him as they are to you. 
 
 
 
 Ricky Gache 
 Rowlands Farm, Newchapel Road, 
 Lingfield, Surrey. RH7 6BJ 
 
 Telephone 07889 274218 
 

 
SAFE RIDDEN AND IN -HAND CHAMPIONSHIPS  
                                        2009  
 
The following venues will be holding qualifying classes 
for our Championships during 2009. Qualifying forms 
will be available at each show. For further details 
contact Mrs V Lynton telephone 01483 768891 
 
Pachesham Eq. Centre 4th May 
Gt. Bookham  Eq. Centre 7th June & in July 
Charlton Village Show 14th June 
Pyrford Saddle Club 14th June 
Vicarage Farm, Shepperton 19th July 
Long Acres Bookham qualifier classes through 2009 
 
Final judging is at Pachesham Equestrian Centre 
Leatherhead, Surrey on 29th August 2009.  
 
Masses of Trophies,  Sashes, superb rosettes,  gift bags 
and much more. 
 
Please check with the above venues for confirmation of 
classes and further dates for the SAFE Qualifiers 2009. 
 
GOOD LUCK - See you on the 29th August 2009 



 

DONATION FORM  

 

Name & Address  
 

 
 

 
 

 

Contact Tel. Nos.  
 

Cheque enclosed for £  
 

 

Cheque payable to Surrey Action For Equine  
Send to SAFE, Farnham Police Station,Farnham, Surrey. GU9 7PZ  

Farnham, Surrey, GU9 7PZ  

 Surrey Action For Equine (SAFE)   
  www.surrey-action-for-equine.co.uk 

     
 
We are a voluntary scheme working to pursue best practice in crime prevention and best care, protection and 

security for riders of all ages.  Sixteen years in partnership with Surrey Police. Foremost in the support of horse 
owners and riders within Surrey. Within the scheme we have many initiatives, providing support, fun and information.   

 
     Equine Crime Prevention / Equine Welfare / Yard initiatives / Commendation Awards / Newsletters 
           Security packs / Field signs / Riding and In-hand Championships / A dedicated phone line. 
 
Your support is essential to SAFE. The demands made upon us seems to increase. Your donation is important to help 
us achieve our aims and will ensure the continued success of the SAFE scheme.  Individual  support by purchasing 

the Yard Information Pack which costs only £5 (includes postage).  Support by purchasing items from our stand at 
many venues, there are cards,  notelets, fridge magnets, stickers and gifts for sale.  

 

For Sponsorship of SAFE initiatives during 2009, advertising on our website or for advertising in our Newsletters  
contact us by telephoning the dedicated line 01420 487625. 

 
 

STOLEN HORSE TRAILER 
Ifor Williams HB505R / Identification number 85806 

Black panels / Mud wheel guard on right hand side partly broken at time of theft 

Surrey Police Crime number TD091662 
 



 

Does Your Pony Have A Pension Plan? 
RSPCA South & South West Reg.Campaign in partnership with HorseWorld & Mare & Foal Sanctuary 

 
Does your pony have a pension plan, will your horse have a happy secure retirement? That is the key question we are 

urging all equine owners to consider as part of its regional campaign in the South and South West. Every year RSPCA 
and equine rescue charities such as HorseWorld and the Mare & Foal Sanctuary, receive hundreds of enquiries from 

members of the public wanting their help in finding homes for unwanted equines. The problem is made worse as many 

equine owners do not consider taking on a horse, pony or donkey to be a lifetime commitment. Many wrongly imagine 
that when they no longer want an equine due to its age, injury or a change in their circumstances, there will be lots of 

places the animal can go to and enjoy a happy secure retirement. 
 

The reality of the situation is that there are very few equine sanctuaries in England and Wales. Charities such as 
RSPCA, HorseWorld & Mare & Foal Sanctuary which take in equines for rehabilitation and rehoming, are unable to cope 

with the volume of requests. Now in a bid to find out the extent of the problem the RSPCA South & South West and its 

campaign partners are urging owners to complete an óequine retirement planô questionnaire so a better picture can be 
built up of provisions if any, people are making for their animalôs future. The survey also aims to remind people that in 

order for an animal to have a secure retirement, they need enough money to cover the cost of caring for them for as 
long as they live. 

 

RSPCA equine rehoming officer, Sally Learoyd said ñWhile there are many responsible caring equine owners who plan 
for their animalsô future, other people  see horses simply as commodities which have no value and hold no interest 

once the animal cannot do the job it was bought to do. Responsible ownership is about ensuring an animal does not 
face an uncertain future, which often means making difficult decisions. The responsible thing to do with an unsound 

animal you no longer want and cannot guarantee a secure home for may be to put it to sleep.ò 

 
ñMany owners cannot or will not face that reality and rather than have an unwanted animal put to sleep, people 

unwittingly sell or give them away to an uncertain and often much worse future, where they may sufferò 
 

ñMany once ómuch lovedô equines end up travelling long distances to slaughter, or being ridden or bred from, despite 
bad injuries or medical conditions.  Others are passed from pillar to post or end up being neglected prior to coming to 

the attention of the RSPCA.  We and our campaign partners are urging anyone who owns, loans, shares or rides an 

equine on a regular basis (including at riding schools or trekking centre) to complete an anonymous survey and be 
totally honest about their plan for those animals future.ò  South and South West reg. animal welfare manager, Kevin  

Manning said  ñIt is vital we buld up a picture about equines and the uncertain future many of them face. I would urge 
people to take a few minutes to fill out one of our surveys, encourage their horsey friends and family to do the same. 

Help us to prevent future generations of animals from suffering.ò 

 
Rosemary Kind, founder of the Mare & Foal Sanctuary, based in Devon said ñIn equine terms retirement is not about 

age, it is often about an animal no longer being able to do the job it was acquired for.  Or the owners preceiving it no 
longer has a job to do - which can apply to an animal of any age, even youngsters.ò  Rosemary added  ñYou have a 

duty and an obligation to ensure that animal has a secure future by planning itôs retirement, however early or late that 
may come in itôs life.ò 

 

Jerry Watkins, Equine Welfare Manager at Bristol based HorseWorld said ñHorses are living often well into their late 
twenties and thirties, still active and leading worthwhile fulfilling lives, planning for their old age and retirement is 

simply one more element of responsible horse ownership. HorseWorld receives a huge number of requests from people 
looking for retirement home for their horses. We, like many equine welfare charities, sadly no longer have the 

resources to accommodate them all.ò 

 
This retirement plan initiative is part of an RSPCA campaign which will run throughout 2009 and which asks equine, and 

would be equine owners óAre You A Seasoned Horse Owner?ô  The RSPCAôs Sally Learoyd added ñA seasoned horse 
owner knows that the care an animal needs in winter varies with its requirements in spring and summer. 

ñ Seasons bring with them potential problems and challenges in meeting your animalôs needs. All equines need special 

attention in the winter months due to the elements. They also need attention in the winter of their lives, as they get 
older or have special needs due to injury or illness.ò 

 
ñPart of the plan should be a pension element - consider the costs of caring for that animal for the remainder of his life. 

If you are in any doubt as to whether you can afford ot do so, you should not take a horse or pony on in the first 
place.ò 

 

To download the survey long on to www.rspca.org.uk   
To complete on line please visit www.lockwooddonkeycentre.org.uk 

www.ockwooddonkeycentre.org.uk 


